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DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME INFORMATION

06/08 Board Meeting RHA Conference Annex 4:00pm

06/15 Dinner Meeting Colwood Golf Center 6:00pm

06/23 Mentor Round Table Zoom 6:00pm

07/04 RHA Office Closed RHA Office CLOSED RHA Office Closed in Observance of Independence 
Day

07/13 Board Meeting RHA Conference Annex 4:00pm

07/16 Mentor Round Table Zoom 11:00am

07/20 Under a Starry Night Event RHA Patio & Conference Annex 6:00pm

DATE CLASSES LOCATION TIME INSTRUCTORS

06/07 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 11:00am Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

06/09 Holding a Rental Property in A Self-directed IRA RHA Conference 
Annex 6:30pm Dan Hayes w/ Real Property Management

06/09 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 7:00pm Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

06/16 Strategies for Selling an Occupied Rental Property RHA Conference 
Annex 11:30am Dan Hayes w/ Real Property Management

06/23 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 11:00am Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

06/21 Landlording 102 RHA Conference 
Annex 6:30pm Chris Tackett-Nelson w/ Warren Allen

06/28 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 7:00pm Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

07/07 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 7:00pm Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

07/14 Portland F.A.I.R. Ordinance – IN PRACTICE: Part I, Applicant 
Screening

RHA Conference 
Annex 6:30pm Katie O’Neal w/Acorn Property Management

07/21 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 11:00am Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

07/26 Portland F.A.I.R. Ordinance – IN PRACTIVE: Part II, Security 
Deposits

RHA Conference 
Annex 6:30pm Katie O’Neal w/Acorn Property Management

07/26 Online Tenant Screening Class WebEx 7:00pm Marcia Gohman w/National Tenant Network

RHA Oregon is diligently putting together our 2022 education calendar.  
visit :  https://rhaoregon.org/calendar/2022-01/ For addtional information

Rental Housing Alliance Events & Classes 
 

Join RHA Oregon for our monthly dinner meeting!!!

Wednesday June 15, 2022 at 6:00pm
Colwood Golf Center

 7313 NE Columbia Blvd Portland, OR 97218

$ 40 .00 per person when registered 

Buffet Menu
Smoked Beef Brisket

Roasted Stuffed Pork Loin
Garlic Green Beans and Mushrooms

Scalloped Potatoes
Spring Mix Salad

Speaker:  
Adam Abplanalp & Bryant Abaricia with Cobalt P.C., Real 
Estate Accounting Professionals

Most commonly overlooked write offs? 
What about bonus depreciation, has that ended?
Changes in future laws?
Sunsets on current laws?
Estate planning for tax purposes?
1031’s from rental properties to REITS or DST’s and things 
to think about regarding to tax implications?
When’s the right time to do a cost segregation?
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From the desk of the Executive Director
Ron Garcia, RHA Oregon Executive Director of Public Policy 

June is here. The Rose Festival is happening at Waterfront 
Park. The NBA playoffs, Stanley Cup finals, Indy Car 
races are all running at full speed. Golf courses and 
hiking trails are packed, and rush hour traffic is at a 
standstill, exaggerated by summer roadwork and detours. 
Google calendars are jammed with happy hour events 
and networking groups and business coffees and lunch 
appointments. Zoom meetings are now arranged only for 
their convenience rather than their necessity. Everyone 
seems to be making vacation plans despite higher gas 
prices, while real estate values continue to rise. 
 
It could easily lead us to forget that the Covid pandemic 
ever happened. Except that it did, and it is still threatening 
and there are reminders everywhere we turn. Its negative 
affects linger in cautious handshakes and arise every time 
someone sneezes in public or stands apart while cloaked in 
a mask. 

As a Landlord, you may still be feeling the throbbing 
headache of your Tenants’ unpaid rent as they continue 
to be protected under Oregon’s Safe Harbor regulations. 
Today it’s not uncommon for Tenants who had been 
approved for Emergency Rental Assistance, and who were 
already paid thousands of dollars for back-owed rent by 
the State, to still be delinquent either for recent months or 
for some gap that occurred in 2020 or 2021 that remained 
uncovered and unpaid by any assistance dollars. 

It is frustrating especially to smaller Landlords who are 
straddled with mortgage payments and burdened by a lack 
of income from their investment property. They are unable 
to terminate the tenancy to either sell or re-rent the unit 
and they can’t do much about raising old, below-market 
rents beyond small percentages now prescribed by state 
law.  

Many Tenants are equally distressed because they have 
been incentivized by the state to not pay rent. They have 
fallen behind beyond any amount they might qualify for, 
even if their applications for assistance get approved. Those 
dollars are drying up and OHCS announced that the portal 
has closed. Meantime, the market has tightened up with 
very few vacancies and higher rents, so Tenants are now 
left with limited alternatives for replacement housing when 
that day finally comes, and they are forced to pay up.

How did we get here? The more the  
market is regulated, the more  
“unintended consequences” arise creating more problems. 
The Covid pandemic was not the only catalyst creating bad 
regulations, but it sure piled a lot more of them on! Hello – 
is anybody home? 

One example is a law passed last year called SB 291. It’s 
a requirement to lower screening guidelines stating that 
criminal backgrounds should rarely be used as they do 
not indicate an applicant’s ability to pay rent. Consider 
this: When an existing Tenant feels threatened by a newer 
neighbor’s behavior, they are also generally too intimidated 
to testify against it, thus providing the Landlord with little 
or no ability to terminate the bad actor for cause. So, what 
happens? The existing neighbor moves out and is now 
forced to pay a much higher rent for a new unit. Then, 
what happens to that vacancy? The Landlord renovates it 
and raises its rent, of course, to cover their losses. Is this 
any way to solve affordable housing issues? Are lawmakers 
so far removed that they don’t see what is actually 
happening at home?  And even though both the Landlord 
and the existing Tenant were each negatively impacted 
by this forced arrangement brought on by a convoluted 
regulation, some advocates try to use these optics to 
“prove” that discrimination exists and the only thing that 
matters to Landlords are higher returns.  

Many affordable housing advocates are now using the 
homeless crisis to demand even more regulation. Re-
branding the problem as “houselessness” it’s easy to see 
where they expect to find solutions. Wide ranging all-
encompassing statutes that claim to defend and protect 
classes of people who are disproportionality impacted 
and who are rent-burdened due to long standing social 
injustices are having the exact opposite effect on the people 
they claim to be defending. 

No wonder so many small Landlords are compelled to call 
it quits and get out of town. We need a break! 
 
Affordable and safe housing is paramount to a thriving 
community. We elect lawmakers to help create solutions 
to improve the well being of us all. As we collectively relax 
this summer in our re-opened social endeavors, let’s all 

(continued on page 5)
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Rent-Controlled Markets Feel Reduction in Multifamily Investments 
By John Triplett

A new survey shows that almost 60 percent of multifamily 
firms indicate they are reducing or avoiding investment in 
rent-controlled markets, according to the National Multi-
family Housing Council (NMHC). 

An additional 15 percent say they are considering cutting 
back in those markets.  Conversely, only a quarter (27 
percent) of firms are willing to keep their current or add 
new investments in rent controlled markets. 

“Policymakers in places like Boston, Minneapolis, Florida, 
Colorado and others continue to pursue counterproductive 
rent-control policies, causing a reduction in housing 
investment and exacerbating the very problem rent control 
purports to solve,” the NMHC said in the statement. 

The survey also asked about specific cities or states with 
existing rent-controlled markets or those threatening rent 
control in the future. 

A majority of the respondents said they were avoiding 
specific markets in California, or California as a whole.  
Other markets and the percentage indication they have the 
potential to be markets where developers are avoiding the 
area:
•	 New	York-	29	percent
•	 Minnesota-	23	percent	(Minneapolis/St.	Paul	in		
 particular)
•	 Washington	or	Seattle-	19	percent
•	 Portland	OR	Oregon	specifically-16	percent 

Additional markets mentioned that are concerning and may 
be avoided as they could become rent-controlled markets: 
Illinois (Chicago), Maryland, Massachusetts (Boston), 
Connecticut, and Colorado (Denver). 

The statement said “NMHC has been making the case 
for decades that rather than improving the availability 
of affordable housing, rent control laws only exacerbate 
shortages, cause existing buildings to deteriorate and 
disproportionately benefit higher-income households. 

“And as some states and localities continue to pursue 
counterproductive rent-control policies, this data will be 
an important tool as we continue to set the record straight 
and advocate for more effective solutions to the housing 
shortage and resulting affordability crisis.” 

Los Angeles Won’t Allow Rent Increases for Most 
Apartments Until 2023 

Landlords in Los Angeles cannot increase rent on 
the more than 650,000 occupied and rent-stabilized 
apartments in the city despite rising construction-repair 
costs and increasing city fees. 

The Los Angeles Times reports that number is about 
three-fourths of all the apartments in the city. 

Under the rules, landlords are not allowed to increase 
rents for apartments for an entire year after the expiration 
of the emergency order signed by May Eric Garcetti in 
March 2020, when the policy went into effect. 

As of no, not rent increases will be allowed for most L. A. 
tenants until 2023.  And possibly beyond, the Los Ange-
les Times reported. 

Landlords Put in Difficult Situation 

Landlords in Los Angeles say costs have risen sharply 
due to inflation, for everything from labor and materials 
for building repairs to city fees for trash pickup which 
puts them in a difficult position for rent increases for 
apartments. 

“We have to pay a mortgage and pay utilities,” said Ari 
Chazanas, president of Lotus West Properties, which 
manages about 1,000 apartments across the city, to the 
Los Angeles Times. “I think there’s a lot of fatigue form 
people like me because it’s been going on for so long.”
While Los Angeles rents declined substantially at the 
beginning of the pandemic, they are climbing steadily 
now.  Apartment List reports that L.A. median rent for 
recently leased apartments have rebounded to $1,947 a 
month in November, up nearly 15 percent from the low 
in January and eclipsing pre-pandemic levels. 

The city’s rent-stabilization rules generally apply only 
to apartments built before October 1978.  Normally, 
landlords are allowed rent increases on existing tenants 
by no more than three percent annually, depending on 
inflation. 

But the Mayor’s emergency order changed that, marking 

(continued on page 5)
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Rent-Controlled Markets Cont..... 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

the first time in more than four decades under the city’s 
current rent-control laws that landlords have been blocked 
completely from increases.  Landlords remain able to 
charge whatever they want for apartments once a tenant 
vacates. 
 
John R. Triplett is the publisher of Rental Housing Journal 
and a veteran journalist who has worked for Cox, Gannet 
and Belo. He and his business partners also own a digital 
marketing company, Desert Path Consulting LLC.  The 
Rental Housing Journal.com is an interactive community 
of multifamily investors, independent rental home owners, 
residential property management professionals and other 
rental housing and real estate professionals.  It is the most 
comprehensive source for news and information for the 
rental industry.  Their website features exclusive articles 
and blogs on real estate investing, apartment market 
trends, property management best practices, landlord 
tenant laws, apartment marketing, maintenance and more.

agree to write a postcard to our representatives at the State 
House and tell them our stories of frustration. Maybe let 
them know that “we wish they were here” to protect us too.  

Ron Garcia is Executive Director of Public Policy at Rental 
Housing Alliance Oregon. He can be reached at ron@
rhaoregon.org 

Executive Directors Message Cont..... 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

please come join us for a 
evening of fun & giving

JULY 20, 2022 6PM
$30.00 per person

Fine Dinner & Wine
Complementary Craft beer and Lager
Silent Auction, Oral Auction & Raffle
Proceeds earned will go to support  
Snow Cap Community Charities 
Donate food items and recieve one raffle ticket
RSVP at info@rhaoregon.org

RHA Oregon Conference Annex and Patio, 
10520 NE Weidler, Portland OR 97220

Under  A  StArry
  night

Under A  StArr
y night
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Selecting a Qualified Intermediary for Your 1031 Exchange
By Austin Bowlin, CPA | Partner, Real Estate Transition Solutions

Successful real estate investors come from a wide variety 
of backgrounds and employ an assortment of investment 
techniques. All have their own unique approach to 
owning, managing, and selling assets.  However, I believe 
successful investors have one common element: a team 
of trusted advisors to help navigate and execute their 
investment approach. The world of investment real estate 
is simply too complex to go alone. 

Building a strong, effective team of preferred service 
providers is a critical component of successful real 
estate investing. Attorneys, CPAs, property management 
personnel, contractors, brokers, title and escrow 
professionals are just a sampling of the individuals who 
can be contributory or detrimental to an investment 
opportunity. Vetting service providers that will enhance, 
rather than detract from your investment, can be difficult 
unless you have a framework for evaluation.

We work with many clients who are navigating tax-
deferred 1031 Exchanges for the first time. Within the 
Exchange world, the Qualified Intermediary (“QI”) is one 
of the key service providers that can facilitate a smooth 
and orderly Exchange or quite the opposite. Since owners 
cannot take possession of the sales proceeds from their 
relinquished property, A Qualified Intermediary (QI) 
serves as “Exchange escrow” and holds on to the Exchange 
proceeds until the replacement properties have been 
identified and funds are released to purchase them. We 
regularly assist clients in their selection of which Qualified 
Intermediary’s services to utilize for a 1031 Exchange. 
Here is how we evaluate them:

Insurance – What levels of insurance do they have, and 
what situations do their policies cover? Types of insurance 
relevant to Exchanges are fidelity bonds, errors and 
omissions insurance, and written performance guarantees. 
Are they willing to show you the policies they claim to 
have? Are the policies sufficient to cover the Exchanges 
they have in process at any given point?

Fee Structure – Most Exchanges are relatively 
straightforward and include one property Exchanged for 
one or more properties. The costs associated with these 
Exchanges should be low and defined. More complex 
Exchanges such as Improvement Exchanges and Reverse 
Exchanges are more involved and often have variability in 
the fee structure – however, the fees should still be defined 

in advance of the Exchange.

Internal Security Controls – Exchanges involve 
moving large sums of money from one party to another. 
Surprisingly, the industry is not regulated at the federal 
level. However, the industry trade association for QIs, 
the Federation of Exchange Accommodators, has defined 
best practices for QIs to adhere to in order to protect a 
client’s funds. Understanding and gaining comfort with 
a potential QI’s policies regarding data security, cyber 
security, and identity verification are of the utmost 
importance. 

Client Centric Counsel – Quality QIs provide value to 
their clients through quality counsel to the Exchanger 
regarding what is and is not legally permissible in an 
Exchange. QIs often disclaim any counsel provided by 
saying that the client should consult their own attorney for 
liability purposes. However, a good QI will not hesitate to 
put one of their seasoned attorneys on the phone with an 
Exchanger if they have questions regarding the Exchange.

Bottom Line

Tax-deferred 1031 exchanges may present a tremendous 
opportunity for wealth preservation and asset re-
positioning, provided an investor has the right team in 
place. If you are interested in learning more about the 
opportunities available through tax-deferred exchanges 
or would like to discuss our firm’s preferred qualified 
intermediaries, please do not hesitate to contact us at 503-
832-6463 or email info@re-transition.com, or visit www.
re-transition.com/RHAOR

About Real Estate Transition Solutions 

Real Estate Transition Solutions is a consulting firm 
specializing in tax-deferred 1031 Exchange strategies and 
Delaware Statutory Trust investments. For over 26 years, we 
have helped investment property owners perform strategic 
1031 Exchanges by developing and implementing well-
planned, tax-efficient transition plans carefully designed to 
meet their objectives. Our team of licensed 1031 Exchange 
Advisors will guide you through the entire Exchange process 
and help you select 1031 replacement properties best suited 
to meet your goals.

(continued on page 7)
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FIND	  EVICTIONS	  STRESSFUL?

Full	  FED	  Service
First	  Appearances
Small	  Claims

503-‐242-‐2312
evict@landlord-‐solutions.com

FIND	  EVICTIONS	  STRESSFUL?

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – The information herein 
has been prepared for educational purposes only and 
does not constitute an offer to purchase or sell securitized 
real estate investments. Such offers are only made 
through the sponsor’s Private Placement Memorandum 
(PPM), which is solely available to accredited investors 
and accredited entities. There are risks associated with 
investing in real estate properties, including, but not 
limited to, loss of entire investment principal, declining 
market values, tenant vacancies, and illiquidity. Because 
investor situations and objectives vary, this information 
is not intended to indicate suitability for any particular 
investor. This material is not to be interpreted as tax or 
legal advice. Please speak with your own tax and legal 
advisors for advice/guidance regarding your situation. 
DST 1031 properties are only available to accredited 
investors (generally described as having a net worth of 
over $1 million dollars exclusive of primary residence) 
and accredited entities only. If you are unsure if you 
are an accredited investor and/or an accredited entity, 
please verify with your CPA and Attorney. Securities 
offered through Aurora Securities, Inc. (ASI), member 
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Secure 
Asset Management, LLC (SAM), a registered investment 
advisor. ASI and SAM are affiliated companies. Real 
Estate Transition Solutions (RETS) is independent of ASI 
and SAM.

Selecting a Qualified Intermediary Cont.....
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

RHA Oregon has 3 of it’s largest events in 
the coming months

Wednesday July 20, 2022 Starting at 6pm

UNDER A STARRY NIGHT EVENT

Raffles*Auction*Food*Wine*Beer

At RHA Oregon Conference Annex & Patio

***********

Wednesday August 17, 2022 Starting at 2pm

RHA OREGON’S ANNUAL PICNIC

Vendor Fair*Food*Rides*Drink*Bingo

At Oaks Amuzement Park

***********

Tuesday  October 18, 2022 Starting at 6pm

CONTRACT FURNISHINGS MART DINNER

FREE*Food*Drink*Social

At CFM Tualatin Oregon
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Dear Maintenance Men:
I have installed vinyl floor squares a number of times, but I 
can’t seem to get it square with the walls.  It always looks like 
the floor is slightly cocked to one side.  Do you have a proce-
dure on how to start the first tile straight and end up with a 
square looking job?
Noah 

Dear Noah,
Complete all of your floor prep work; be sure the surface is 
clean, dry and free from dust and debris.  Measure the length 
and width of the floor; divide each measurement by two and 
mark the floor at the intersecting lines.  Snap a chalk line 
along the length and width of the floor, using the previous 
measurements.  This will produce a cross dividing the floor 
into quadrants.  Now check your chalk line for squares-ness, 
using a carpenter’s square at the intersection of the two lines.  
Next, dry fit your tile in both directions to determine your run.  
Keep the following in mind: adjust your chalk reference lines 
to allow for full tiles at high traffic tile termination points such 
as dining room to kitchen, hallway to bathroom etc.  Ideally, 
you will want to use no less than one half of a tile at any wall 
or termination point if possible.  Start your first tile at the 
cross section of the two chalk lines.  This will allow you to use 
two perpendicular straight lines to align your first tile.  Follow 
each chalk line, putting down tile until you have a formed a 
cross dividing the floor into quadrants.  Continue gluing down 
your tile in each quadrant by going down one axis and across 
the other. 

Dear Maintenance Men:
I have just finished cleaning the gas stove in my rental unit 
and now the burner will not light.  The pilot light is ok, but the 
burner will just not light automatically.  What did I do wrong?
Sally

Dear Sally:
The burner might be too clean!!  Start at the pilot flame and 
follow the pilot tube to the burner.  Look at the side of the 
burner with a bright light where the pilot tube and the burner 
meet.  You should see small inlet holes that lead up the side 
of the burner.  These holes may be clogged with soap or other 
debris.  Use a toothpick or straight pin to clean out the holes.  
These tiny holes are used by the pilot flame to climb up the 
burner assemble and ignite the burner.  Inspect the whole 
burner assemble and poke out each jet if the flame does not go 
all the way around the burner when ignited.

Dear Maintenance Man 
by Jerry L’Ecuyer & Frank Alvarez

 
Dear Maintenance Men:
I have been shopping to replace an air-conditioning unit from 
one of my apartment units.  The salesmen ask how many 
“Tons” my old unit was and if I wanted the new one the same 
size?  Well, I’m sure my old A/C unit could not have weighed 
more than a couple of hundred pounds.  I don’t understand, 
what does the weight of my air conditioning unit have with its 
cooling capacity.  And what does term “Tons” have to do with 
it?
Fred

Dear Fred,
Good Question.  The term “Ton” as referred to in the cooling 
power of an air conditioner or refrigerator is like many units 
of measure such as “horsepower” comes from a by gone era.  
Before the days of modern A/Cs and refrigerators, ice was 
commonly used for cooling.  The term “Ton” came into use 
when engineers developed standards for measuring mechani-
cal cooling capacity.  One method was the cooling capacity 
of ice as it related to melting.  The standard was set equating 
one “Ton” of cooling to the amount of energy needed to melt 
one ton of ice over a 24-hour period.  One ton of ice equals 
2000 pounds.  It takes 12000 BTU per hour to melt one ton of 
ice in a 24-hour period.  The same power is needed to freeze 
one ton of water in a 24-hour period.  (BTU stands for British 
thermal unit, a measurement of heat or energy.)  A one-ton air 
conditioner would equal a 12000 BTU/hr machine.  Generally, 
one ton of cooling is needed for each 500 square feet of living 
space.      

WE NEED Maintenance Questions!!!    If you would like to see your mainte-
nance question in the “Dear Maintenance Men:” column, please send in your 
questions to:  DearMaintenanceMen@gmail.com 

Bio:  
If you need maintenance work or consultation for your building or project, 
please feel free to contact us. We are available throughout Southern Cali-
fornia. For an appointment, please call Buffalo Maintenance, Inc. at 714 
956-8371  
Frank Alvarez is licensed contractor and the Operations Director and 
co-owner of Buffalo Maintenance, Inc. He has been involved with apart-
ment maintenance & construction for over 30 years. Frankie is President of 
the Apartment Association of Orange County and a lecturer, educational 
instructor and Chair of the Education Committee of the AAOC.  He is also 
Chairman of the Product Service Counsel.  Frank can be reached at (714) 956-
8371 Frankie@BuffaloMaintenance.com For more info please go to:  www.
BuffaloMaintenance.com 
Jerry L'Ecuyer is a real estate broker. He is currently a Director Emeritus 
and Past President of the Apartment Association of Orange County and past 
Chairman of the association’s Education Committee.  Jerry has been involved 
with apartments as a professional since 1988. 
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"When "Helping People" never gets old, where
you will always get a smile and a kind word.

"We're here to serve you" comes from the heart.
The kindness of these wonderful people takes my
breath away at times....Blessings~" - recent client

Donations are gratefully accepted 
Monday-Friday between 9am-3pm 

at 17788 SE Pine St.

Are You a 
Gardener?

Hearty soups / Chili / Stews

Gallon zip top bags

Canned fruits & vegetables

Canned tuna

Children's pants in kids sizes 6x-14

New socks (all sizes)

New underwear (all sizes)

Gently used shoes, labeled with size on the
toe with tape (this helps so much!)
Cans & bottles with deposit - rinsed please!
School supplies (list on the left)

SnowCap
PO Box 160, Fairview, OR 97024
Phone: 503.674.8785
Web: www.SnowCap.org
Email: info@snowcap.org
For donations deliver to 17788 SE Pine St 
Monday thru Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Most Needed Items 

Please let your friends
and family know how
they can help!

SnowCap at a Glance

Dates to Remember:
June 1 to July 17 - Gresham Ford Peanut
Butter Drive, drop off at 1999 E Powell Blvd,
ending their drive at Gresham Arts Plaza on
July 17th. Visit GreshamFord.com for more.

June 4 - Summerplace Annual Shred Day:
9am-12pm, 2020  NE 150th Ave, Portland.
Bring your shred items and a suggested
donation ($5 or 5 cans of food) for
SnowCap! We will send it through the shred
truck to safely dispose of your sensitive
materials. 

SAVE THE DATE:

September 16 - SnowCap's Annual Sam
Wolsborn Memorial Golf Tournament, more
information coming soon!

Now is a great
time to plant a

or two for
SnowCap.

Back to School Wish List

August 5th - Last day to bring back-to-
school donations

Colored pencils & markers

Multi-color highlighters

Water color sets

Subject dividers

Three-ring zipper pouches

Rulers

Pointed & blunt scissors

Glue sticks & white school glue

Pocket folders

Pink pearl erasers

Paper (college & wide rule)

Spiral notebooks (college & wide rule)

Composition notebooks (college &
wide rule)
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Every summer Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue 
responds to numerous fires caused by fire-
works. These fires are often related to im-
proper use and handling of fireworks. From 
bushes to bark dust, to an entire apartment 
building– these are just a few things that 
could go up in flames. 
 
Here are some safety tips to keep your 
Fourth of July bright and safe: 
 
First, check with your on-site manager to find out if fireworks are allowed 
within your apartment complex.  
 
Then, keep it legal– Oregon law bans fireworks that fly, explode or act in 
an    uncontrolled manner.  Penalties for using illegal fireworks may range 
from fines, liability for damages resulting from fireworks (legal or illegal),  to 
parents being held liable for damages caused by their children. 
 
Remember, only adults should light or handle fireworks. Supervise children 
and teens at all times when fireworks are being used. 
 
Store fireworks, matches and lighters out of the reach of children. 
 
Use fireworks outside on a paved surface, away from cars, buildings and 
vegetation. 
 
Always, have a hose or bucket of water nearby to extinguish misfired and 
used fireworks. 
 
Finally, dispose of used fireworks in a metal container with water away from 
things that can burn.  
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Tualatin Valley  
Fire & Rescue 

 
503.649.8577 

Fireworks Safety 

For more fire safety tips, visit  
www.tvfr.com 

 


